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The PLA is now around 3 years old, and continues to go from strength to strength.

Rebecca will give you the details of membership numbers and our accounts, but suffice it to say that we remain a vibrant association with a very active membership and a sound financial base.

Increasingly, we have looked to use our funds to broaden our activities beyond the format used in previous years, though we have not abandoned that successful model.

For example, we are hoping to commission some serious research on procurement litigation, and we used some of our funds to organise the highly-successful Competitive Dialogue event with a number of Danish and other non-UK participants on 27 October. that was also our first foray into using commercial venues, in order to accommodate greater numbers than can be fitted into law firm's seminar rooms, and out of a recognition that we cannot necessarily rely on the generosity of law firms into the future.
We also held a defence procurement event on 8 June, and I would like to thank Holman Fenwick for the use of their facilities. We also jointly hosted a procurement event with The Scottish Competition Law Forum on 27th April and a well-attended event on 27 January on the subject of shared services.
We continue to have an active set of working groups, including those on frameworks and shared services, and you will hear more about that this afternoon.

As a result of the sterling work of Susie Smith, we now have CPD accreditation for our events, giving members even greater value from their PLA membership.

Our profile as an organisation continues to grow domestically and internationally: for example, LG hosted a meeting convened at the request of the  Cabinet Office on 21 September on the subject of lean procurement. I think that we are seen as non-partisan and representative of procurement lawyers from across the public and private sectors, in both professions (and their equivalents in Scotland). I view that perception as something very important – perhaps unique- which we should work hard to maintain.

I am up for re-election this year, and pleased to see that we have a contested election! So this may be my last Chairman's report; if it is I've really enjoyed working with many of you in the past three and a half years. I hope that I can continue to do so, in whatever capacity, in the years to come.
Jonathan Davey
PLA Chairman
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