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You will be pleased to hear that my report will be short and will not include a line by line analysis of the financial accounts of the Procurement Lawyer's Association as at November 2010.

I would like to commence my report by asking you to join me in thanking Jonathan for his support and contribution to the Procurement Lawyer's Association over its past 2 years. 

Jonathan has been and is an excellent chairman and ambassador for the PLA and has steered the Executive Committee through these embryonic period with wisdom and gusto, so on behalf of the Executive Committee and the members, thank you Jonathan, and we look forward to the year ahead.

Financial Performance

In terms of finance issues, the first official year of the Procurement Lawyer's Association has been chaotic. We have managed to set up a bank account with Royal Bank of Scotland and therefore if members would like to pay for their 2010/2011 membership fees via bank transfer, they will be able to do so. 

Our current bank balance stands at a healthy £7,079.06. This amount has been raised through membership fees and is set to significantly rise over the coming couple of months, as after today and the upcoming vote on the level of membership subscription, I will be sending out email requests for membership subscriptions.for 2010/2011.

On this point, I would urge you all to send in your remittances promptly and I thank you in advance for doing so. I would also like to thank you for patience whilst we transferred the membership list from Addleshaw Goddard to Trowers & Hamlins. A number of you fell through the gap on transfer, but were very gracious whilst doing so.

My final point to raise on financial matters is the appointment of auditors. We do need to appoint auditors going forward to ensure financial probity and robustness in all that we do at the PLA. If you would like to volunteer contacts to act as our auditors, I would be grateful to hear from you and the Executive Committee will be appointing auditors for approval by the members in due course.

Membership Update

As Jonathan indicated in his report, the PLA's membership count goes from strength to strength and as at today's date we have 360 fully paid up members. We also have 69 contacts on our lists who have not paid up for the 2009/10 membership year and I will include these contacts in the 2010/2011 subs request. 

It is exciting to note that our membership does not just cover England, Wales, Northern Ireland and Scotland, but that we have members based in the Republic of Ireland, Bulgaria, Romania, Belgium, Ghana and Australia, to name just a few locations. The span of the PLA can therefore be said to be truly international and it must be an aim for the Association to consolidate and increase our sphere of influence.

You will see that the PLA website has been updated in order to include more details on the PLA's membership. Please note that membership is personal to you and this does mean that in the event you cannot attend an event, you are unable to send a substitute. However, it does mean that the membership moves with you when you move firms or organisations and I would also issue a plea for members in such a situation to contact me so that we can keep our records up to date.

In addition to our fully-paid up members, we have a number of "interested parties" who are invited to attend each of the PLA events, but who for political or professional reasons do not feel able to join the PLA due to, for example, our stated remit of lobbying Government on procurement issues. These include experts and practitioners from central government and academic institutions, whose association with the PLA can only be of benefit to its membership going forward and one thing that we want to concentrate on next year is building upon those associations to ensure the recognition and status of the PLA on all procurement-orientated matters. 

Thank you for listening and I look forward to another year as your Treasurer and Secretary.

Rebecca Rees

PLA Treasurer/Secretary

24 November 2010
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